
Display Helps Double Volume .in Gift Section 

E ELLE! T di1pla), 
plu. odd d merchandi ing f otur , 
hu helped R. J. Rumreich of the 
Rumrei h Hordure Co., oralo. 
Iowa, double hi gift, pottery 011d 

gl bu,in ·•. atcd in a thriving 
Iowa city of 6000 population, Mr. 
Rumrei h eaten to both IO\\ 11 and 
rural trodc. orah is a cit, "her 
farm rs like 10 ome lo bu), and Mr. 
Rumrei h mak a p,ciahy of get­
ting acquainted with them and siock• 
ing the item they lik . 

The gi ft department oocupi an 
excellent location along a 1idewall 
near the fron t of the building. Two 
large counteni at the center of the 
•Lore oloo carry exten ive di play of 
gifto and allied items. 

1 a background for hi wall dis• 
play of gi fto, fr. Rumreich ha 
placed brightly colored paper which 
helps lo rellect the light and mak 
the department vcr allractivc. Mer-

chandise di pla)ed again t th is pa• 
per background can be aeen •er 
euily by cu tomcr . He u gl 
shel ing in th i department and find• 
it ,·cry cffccth e.. 

Patrons Like Variety 

a,·erage gift p tron in thi 
lik vari ty. and 1r. Rum-

hard to g l a varict of 
£or hi custom r . He u • 

to a re.markable e t nt, throu{th 
pcnional buying trips to uppl 
sour . That is one rea.son wh hi! 
gift Lion is popular with local wo­
men. He and his taff take great care 
to keep thi gift section neat and at­
tra tive to cu lomt~. Thi mean 

continual du ting and replacement of 
stock, but th effort • well worth 
while. 

Gift items that range from 25 cento 
to $10. From Sl t.o 3.50 i a very 
popular price range for mo I custom• 
eni. 1r. Rumrcich pointo out that 
the to"' n or farm women who buys a 
gift ol hL tore and who is satisfied 
with her purchase, may come back 
und bu u many five or six itern.8 
ol the ame noture in the gift oection 
during the period of • year. 

"\Vomen m to buy more gift 
item!il than ever before," he stat . 
·'That i• wh a r,gulor patron will 
keep on buying fi,·e or ix tim e•ery 
vcar. he find. that tl,e item that 

(ContinuNI on po1• 160) 

The Rumreich Ha.rdwa.re Co. features 
line prominently and advertises it 
frequently. That's why sales grow 

Colored poJNr NnH a• a. bad:gTOWld for th.la lldewalJ d.i.lplcry of glfta. 
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of 1Jni11l nnd uppli at one lime for 
urh a joh. Fonner,, too. bu, mom· 

fhe-1tnllon c,•on .. of J>aint for farm 
buildin~,. In thi, area of '1innc ota 
man, farmer nr 110" tr, ing lo gtt 
thrir form huildin~ ... into 1,tcH..i .. hope 
nfttr 1hr harcl htar of lht- ,uu ,ea • 
nod uth l\ program ra ll .. for addi­
tional tM.' of pnint. 

Tioc point di plo, ot the li:o.-1,. 
Thom "'tort j .. nt thr rrar of th«- huild-

Palnt and •uppUe• 
are featured in the 
wi.ndow• at heq,,..nt 
interYal• and draw 
many paue,.•by to 
the d•pcn'lment. Her• 
la a r•cent di•play 
1hat brou9ht in ita 
ahor• of cu..tomer• 
from lhe eidewolke. 

::i 

ing, but ho been placed .on two woll,. 
Thi gi, a right angle di plo, effect 
and mtan 1ha1 thr paint r n be n 
from \Crol tion of the ... ,ore. 
Lo,-c, heh are filled ,-i1h fl• llon 
,i,c paint can placed far enough for• 
"ard for cu lome lo , er ta,il . 
TI1rrc i aOO a rhair in thi paint d • 
parlmc.nl for cu tom N to it while 
tailing o,cr paint problem.. 

olor chart and bro.-hul't'• on 
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we tocL mole u lul gif not some• 
thing 1h01 i quickly worn ouL" 

Dt"Cora1i,e item ucb as figurinea, 
book nd.. plo,qu , etc., are carried 
in lork a well n lhc more practical 
poll q. floMer J>0I , , , ah and 
1>eppcr -haL,r- ond lomp . 

The firm adverti its gift I ion 
in regular new paper ■d . ome 
unique ttdverti ing ha been used 
"ithin th pa I ·ear and it ha been 
t>flecth·f', One was a co•op<"rath·c 
hour Town" page in lhe loc I new . 
paper. running onC'C a wttl . Ead1 

paint.a are lose ol haud -,o lliot the,\ 
,·an be refccred to in on) ole. pre.• 
entation and the .,,tore management 
finds that uch chart. are decided!) 
u ful. E,ery effort i made lo Leep 
the department as neat as po .. ible. 

The lore ha l"'o large, excrllrnt 
"'indo" and paiut and painle('· 
uppli are featured man tim dur• 

ing the )Car. R window allo" 
for on id rabl "indow di-pl•) 
, ,,.,ce and permit th displ•) to be 
\ ie"ed from se,eral angl . 

id "'alk lraffie i ,cn1 hen\ ) in 
Worthington ,-hi h Ii in the heart 
of a fine agri uhurol heh. F ruwr­
('Ome lo lown lo hop almo t e,er) 
do in the week end a good ,,aint di,. 
pla olwa) catrh their ollr111io11. 

•n,e tore m nagem~nt l ps lht" "in­
do" w II lighted, and thi! aid, in 
making the di plo) n by more 
people. 

~ t w pa~r ad\ltrli ing i also u~ 
lo bring p int and uppli bclor, the 
all ntion of both town and rural J>CO· 

pl . \Vith incr ing local inter I in 
dttoration and in home buildin,:t in 
1hi area, plu mu h fnrm buildinJt, 
\I r. TI1om and hi o ociot look for• 
\\ rd lo a fine paint bu in thi , ear 
ond ne t. 

co•OJ>Craling merchant w gi, t•n nn 
opportunity during the campai11n lo 
ha, e a picture of his tore and n 
article on it featured in the center 
of lhe page, with merchan~• ad 
grouped about it. When it came I ime 
for the Rumreich photo and writeup, 
the ne" paper publiJhcd a picture ol 
Mr. ftumrci h • landing al the gift 
counter. 

" I hne tried to lay out my , tock 
lo en ourage brow ing,'' tat Mr. 
Rumrtich. "'for we h8\e found that 
mony gift patron like to pend mu h 
time looking o,·cr the variou item . 
\Ve find that th longer worn n pend 
looking at the .iock the more they 
bu>··" 

The Nazis Were a Cool Ten Years Behind Us 

Mr. Rumrcich ol o carri dinner• 
wore for town nnd rural famili , as 
well glo "arc. mixing bowls, 
moll and Jorge crock . me of thi 
tock i kept handy. ju I below coun­

ter lop le,·,J. o thot ii con be . ho" n 
lo customer who A k for it. Thi 
i pttially trup or hPI\\' whit din• 
nerwere IO<'k which man" f■ rme 
u,e regularly. ond on which there i• 
con,iderable breakage on fan 
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T l-IE Ctrman air conditioning and 
refrigeration indu try w■ found to 

be five to 10 yeara behind the American 
indu1r;1ry, accordina to Cunncr Berg, in­
' t 1iga1or for the Joint intelligence 
Objcclive ge.ncy. Hi1 report on the 
Ccrman indu try i1 now on le by lhc 
Office of tho Publication Boord. Depart• 
mtnt or C,mme.rce. 

HouJChold refrigeralorw nol only 
locked tyle, but were ohen put to· 
gelher whh naib in Ind or &crews. 
1ccordin1 lo ~lr. Berg. Hardware wa 
or lee.I in lead of bra : and 1he corlc. 
in ul11ion ubslilute, 0 lporka.'' lacked 
mechanical 11rength and could nol be 
used in the bouom of the cabinet 

llorne frecie locken had not yet bttn 
de,clopcd. 

The report briefty describes erman 
rdriger11ors, refrigerants, conipreuon. 
con den n. eY&poraton. conlrol , alvcs. 
cabinet . cycling control and lubing. 
piping. and 6tting . Brief description, 
or 12 erman 6nn are included. 

rden for the report (PB-17558; 
1,ho10 lat. $3: microfilm, SO uni • 35 
pages; doted Dec., 1945) hould be 
addrc ,cd to tho Office of the Puhlica­
iion Board. Departme.nl of Commerce. 
Wa hington 25, D. C., and aboutd be 
Gfcornpanied by check or money order, 
payable to the Trea urer of the nited 
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